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Periculofum eft credere, &5 non credere: 
Utrinfgue exemplum breviter exponam ret. 
Hippolytus obiit, quia noverce creaitum eft : 
Cafaidre guia non creditum, ruit Ihum. 
Ergo exploranda eft veritas multum prius, 
Quam flulta prave judicet fententia. Phadr. 


H4Y IN G in the Seventh Paper confider’d 

‘many of thofe Falfhoods, by which the 
Caufe of our Malecoutents is fupported ; I fhall 
here fpeak of that extravagant Credulity, which 
difpofes each particular Member of their Party 
to believe them. This ftrange Alacrity in Be- 
lieving Abfurdity and Inconfiftence may be cal- 
led the Political Faith of a Tory. 

A-Perfon who is thoroughly endowed with 
this Political Faith, like a Man-ina Dream, is 
entertained from one end of. his Life to the o- 
ther with Objects that have no Reality or Exi- 
ftence. He is daily nourifhed-and kept in Hu- 
mour by Fiction and Delufion ; and may be 
compared to the old obftinate Knight in Aade- 
las, that every Morning fwallowed a Chimera 
for his Breakfaft. 

This Political Faith of a Malecontent is al- 
together founded on Hope. He: does not give 
Credit to any thing becaufe itis probable, but be- 
caufe it is pleafing. His Wifhes ferve him in- 
ead of Reafons, to confirm the Truth of what 
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he hears. There is no Report fo incredible or 


contradictory in itfelf which he doth not chear-. 
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fully believe, if it tends to the Advancement of 
the Caufe. In fhort, a Malecontent who is g 
good Believer has generally reafon to repeat the 
celebrated Rant of an Ancient Father, Cred 
quia impoffibile eft : Which is as much as to fay, 
ft muft be True, becaufe it is Impoffible. 

It has been very wetl obferved, that the mof 
credulous Man in the World is the Atheilt, 
who believes the Univerfe to bethe Production 
of Chance. In the fame Manner a Tory, who 
is the greateft Believer in.what is improbable, is 
the greateft Infidel in what is certain. Leta 
Friend tothe Government relate to him a Matter 
of Faa, he turns away his Ear from him, an¢ 
gives him.the Lye in every Look. ut if one 
of his own Stamp fhould tell him that the King 
of Sweden would be fuddenly at Perth, and that. 
his Army. is now aétually marching thither up- 
on the Ice ; he hugs himfelf at the goo 
News, and gets Drunk upon it before he goes 
to Bed. This fort of People puts one in. Mind ot 
feveral Towns in Ezrope that are inacceflible on 
the one Side, while.they lie open and unguard- 
ed on.the other. The Minds of our Malecon- 
tents are indeed fo depraved with thole Falf- 
hoods which they are perpetually imbibing, that 
they have.a natural Relifh for Error, aud have 
quite loft the Tafte of Truth in.political Mat- 
ters. I fhal! therefore difimifs this Head with 4 
Saying of King Charles the Second. This Mo- 
narch, when he was at Windfor, us’d to amufe 
himfelf with the Converfation of the famous 
Voffius, who was full of Stories relating to the 
Antiquity, Learning, and Manners of the C/i- 
wefe ; and at the fame time a Free-thinker. in 
Points of Religion. The King upon hearing 
him repeat fome incredible Accounts of thefe 
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Faftern People, turning to thofe who were a- 


pout him, This Learned Divine, faid he, 1s 4 
very Prange Man: He believes every thing but the 
Bible. 

Having thus far confidered the political Faith 


of the Party as it regards Matters of Fact, let 


us in the next Place take a View of it with 
refpe&t to thofe Doétrines which it embraces, 
and which are the Fundamental Points whereby 
they are diftinguifhed from thofe, whom they 
ufed‘to reprefent as Enemies to.the Conftituti- 
on in Church and State. How far their great 
Articles of political Faith, with refpect to our 
Ecclefiafticat and Civil Government, are con- 
fiftent with themfelves, and agreeable to Reas- 
fon and Truth, may be feen in the following 
Paradoxes, which are the Effentials of a Tory’s 
Creed, with relation to political Matters. Un- 
der the Name of Tories, I do not here comprer 
hend Maltitudes of well-defigning. Men, who 
were formerly included under that Denomina- 
tion, but are now in the Intereft of His Majefty 
and the prefent Government.’ Thefe have al- 
ready feen the evil Tendency of fuch Principles, 
which are the Credenda of tne Party, as it is op- 
pofite to that of the Whigs. 
Article. 1.. 

_ That the Church of Exgland will be always 
in Danger, till it has.a Popith King for ts 
Defender. = & 


II. 
_ That,-for the Safety of the Church, no Sub- 
je&t. thould be Tolerated in any Religion diffe- 
rent from the Eftablifh’d ; but that the Head of 


our Church may be of that Religion which,is ; 


repugnant to.it. 


E°6:: Ur. That. 
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III. 

That the Proteftant Intereft in this Nati- 
on, and in all Exrope, could not but flourih 
under the Proteétion of One, who thinks hin- 
felf obliged, on Pain of Damnation, to do 
all that lies in his Power for the Extirpation 
of it. 

IV. 


That we may fafely rely upon the Promifes 
of One, whofe Religion allows him to make 
them, and atthe fame Time obliges him to break 
them. 






V. 

That a good Man fhould have a greater Ab- 
horrence of Presbyterianifm which is Perverle- 
nefs, than of Popery which is but Idolatry. 

VI 


That a Perfon who hopes to be King of Evg- 
Jand by the Affiftance of France, would natural- 
ly adhere to the Briti/h Intereft, which is al- 
ways oppofite to that e the French. 

IT. 

‘That a Man has no Opportunities of learn- 
ing how to Govern the People of England in 
any foreign Countrey, fo well as in Framce. 

Vil 


That ten Millions of People fhould rather 
choofe to fall into Slavery, than not acknow- 
ledge their Prince to be invefted with an Here- 
ditary and Indefeafible Right of Oppreffion. 

IX 


That we are obliged in Confcience to be- 
come Subje&ts of a Duke of Savoy, or of 4 
French King, rather than enjoy for our Sove- 
raign a Prince, who is the Firft of the Royal 
Blood in the Proteftant Line. 


5 xX. That 
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X. 
That Non-Refiftance is the Duty of every 
Chriftian, whilft he is in a good Place. 


That we ought to profefs the Doétrine of 
Paffive-Obedience till fuch Time as Nature re- 
bels againft Principle, that is, till we are put to 
the Neceflity of pares 


That the Papifts have taken up Arms to de- 
fend the Church of Exgland with the utmott 
Hazard of their Lives and Fortunes. 

XIII. 

That there is an Unwarrantable Faétion in 
this Ifland, confifting of King, Lords, and 
Commons. 

XIV. 


_ That the Legiflature, when there is a Ma- 
wen of Whigs in it, has not Power to make 
aws. 


XV. 

That an A& of Parliament to impower the 
King to Secure Sufpected Perfons in Times of 
Rebellion, is the Means to Eftablifh the So- 
veraign on the Throne, and confequently a 
Infringement of the Liberties of the Sub- 
jedt. 
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